t is that time of year. Winter is upon us; we all prepare for a season of warm fires, hot chocolate, thick coats, and awards. Awards? Yes, awards. Throughout my childhood, my family and I would settle in after a long day of school and homework to watch Hollywood stars cross the red carpet on those nights when the regularly scheduled broadcast was preempted by special programming. Ceremonies for the Grammys, Oscars, and SAG Awards conveyed images of California sunshine and highlighted the importance of celebrating the best performances brought to us by our greatest celebrities. Just being there was an honor, and winning an award was an unparalleled achievement. It meant that the winner had somehow touched on something unique, something magical that would be remembered for a lifetime.
Winter is also the time of year to begin thinking about our own local celebrities, those who have enhanced our professional lives in a manner that exceeds our expectations. The Virginia Library Association, in its many varied committees and subdivisions, bestows awards on individuals, groups, and programs throughout the year. We may not provide a red carpet, but we honor those who have brought distinction to our libraries. So grab a cup of cocoa, curl up by the fireplace, and reflect on the people and programs that have affected your libraries the most during this past year. Wouldn't it be wonderful to honor them with one of the following awards?
Honorary Life Membership
Honorary life membership is conferred on trustees, former trustees, friends of Virginia libraries, or Virginia librarians who have held membership in, and have made outstanding contributions to, the Virginia Library Association. Nominees for life membership are voted on by the VLA membership and are included on the election ballot. Recipients receive the full benefits of membership without dues as well as complimentary registration for the annual conferences.
George Mason Award
The George Mason Award is given as deemed appropriate, but not necessarily as an annual award. It may be presented to an individual librarian; a library; an individual or organization distinguished for advocacy for libraries and/or information access; or an institution, business, or academic program whose activity has contributed to the development, growth, and extension of library and information services in the local, state, or national library community. Speaker A. L. Philpott was the first recipient of the George Mason Award in 1986. The winner receives a plaque presented at the Virginia Library Association Annual Conference.
Trustee Library Award
This award is presented annually in recognition of distinguished 
Friends of the Library Award
This award is presented annually to a Friends of the Library group in recognition of distinguished service to libraries or a library in Virginia. Friends groups of any size will be given equal consideration. Recipients of the Friends Award receive a plaque at the annual conference.
Detailed information and nomination forms for these awards are located on the Awards and Recognition Committee's website (http://www.vla. org/demo/Awards/Index.html). The deadline for nominations is April 15. (For 2011 only, the deadline has been extended to May 15.)

In addition to the Virginia Library Association awards, individual units of the association also sponsor several awards:
Virginia Library Association Paraprofessional Forum Outstanding Paraprofessional Award
Launched in 1996 as a means of recognizing excellence among paraprofessionals in Virginia, this award is presented annually at the spring Virginia Library Association Paraprofessional (VLAPF) Conference. The award is given to individuals who have been members of the Virginia Library Association for at least one year, and who demonstrate excellence in their fields of expertise. The individual who receives this award should also be someone who fosters communication among library employees 
Intellectual Freedom Award
Winners of this award are selected by the Intellectual Freedom Committee for the role they play in actively promoting intellectual freedom in their spheres of influence and beyond; on the degree to which they exemplify the spirit of intellectual freedom; and on the impact of their efforts to promote intellectual freedom and challenge censorship. Established in 1993, the award grants the recipient $500 and a plaque presented at the annual conference.
A 
The Jefferson Cup Award
The Jefferson Cup Award, presented since 1983 by the Youth Services Forum, honors a distinguished work of biography, historical fiction, or American history for young people. The Jefferson Cup Committee's goal is to promote reading about America's past; to encourage the quality writing of United States history, biography, and historical fiction for young people; and to recognize authors in these disciplines. The Jefferson
